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The Shrewsbury High School Alumni
Association is now accepting grant appli-
cations that are available to all SHS stu-
dent groups, clubs, classes or organiza-
tions whether newly formed or already
established. The grants are used to pro-
mote educational programs, charitable
projects and/or foster a sense of commu-
nity.

To date, the SHS Alumni Association
has given out 39 grants benefiting some
5,000 SHS students from this program.
Application forms may now be down-
loaded on line by visiting the web site at
www.shrewsburyalumni.org.

The application deadline is February 1,
2002. No applications will be accepted
after the deadline. All applicants will be
notified by March 1, 2002. If you have
any questions, please contact Ellen
Meyers at SHS, or e-mail Sandie Lucas at
lucass@aol.com.

Shrewsburyalumni
.org launches a

new look
It’s been almost one year since the

Shrewsbury High School Alumni
Association launched its new and
improved web site: shrewsburyalum
ni.org, which reconnects alumni. Now
the SHS Alumni Association has
launched it again with easier navigation
and new, easy-to-use features: Alumni
Profiles-biographical information on
graduates such as marital status and field
of work, reunion photo album-full of
photos from recent reunions and pro-
vides graduates an opportunity to submit
photos.

More than 700 graduates have visited
Shrewsburyalumni.org in its first year
online. Many alumni have reconnected
with former classmates and learned what
is going on in Shrewsbury.

Graduates can still find e-mail address-
es of old friends, locate graduates by
field and location of work,  find out
information about careers, post messages
on a message board, and help the SHS
Alumni Association find missing class-
mates. Both current students and gradu-
ates can still find out what college is real-
ly like.

The SHS Alumni Association will soon
release an online Reunion Handbook
full of tips on how to plan a reunion.

SHS Alumni
Association grant
applications now

available
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Students and teachers stand in front of neighborhood School #7 on Route 9 in Shrewsbury, c. 1892. Note the two sets of twins.
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Todd Manning, Jim Kokernak, Duffy Lanciani, Harry Cummings, Brian Kelly and Mike Tomasello meet weekly to review the new
High School’s building progress.

Clause 41A deferral.  Most people
use the term ‘lien’ when discussing
this option.  Basically, if qualified,
an agreement is made with the
assessor to defer payment of all or
part of the taxes at an interest rate
of 8% for an amount up to 50% the
interest in the property valuation.
When that amount is reached, the
unpaid taxes and interest will con-
tinue to accrue and remain unpaid
until the property is sold or the per-
son passes away.  The lien is more
complicated if there is a spouse, but
it still is a viable option for some
seniors who want to remain in their
homes.  Other clauses exist for cer-
tain categories of veterans, seniors
who are blind and seniors who
seniors who ill and poverty stricken.

Many communities, including
Shrewsbury, have begun the ‘Tax
Work Off’ Program that was made
into law in 1999.  To date, over 40
communities have such a program.
Seniors age 60 and older can get a
reduction of up to $500 in
exchange for volunteering for the
municipality by the hour for the
minimum rage rate.  Shrewsbury is
going into its third cycle of the pro-
gram and has utilized seniors in the
library, health department, police
department, public building and
the Senior Center.  The schools
have placement opportunities as
well.  Many seniors have continued

volunteering even after their hours
were completed.  Shrewsbury cur-
rently has ten slots in the program,
but some communities, such as
Lexington, have as many as 50.
Massachusetts modeled its Tax
Work Off Program after several
other states who have similar pro-
grams.

Probably the newest form of tax
relief is in the ‘Circuit Breaker Bill.’
Although the credit became effec-
tive January 1st of this year, seniors
will not be able to receive a state
refund until they file their 2001
taxes.  The credit was created for
low and moderate income seniors
who are 65 or older, who own or
rent and pay property taxes and
utility bills that exceed 10% of their
income.  Maximum income levels
vary between $40,000 to $60,000
depending on martial and head of
household status and the residence
can not be valued at more than
$400,000.  The maximum credit
that can be refunded during 2002
will be $375 and will be increased
over the years to $750.
Qualifications are slightly more
complex for renters.  Even seniors
who are not obligated to file state
tax returns can qualify, although
they must file a return to get their
refund.

What if you have a parent or loved
one out of state that you know is
having difficulty paying their taxes?

Their best bet is to call their com-
munity’s Council on Aging or
equivalent department or their
community’s Assessor’s office.  If
you would prefer to look into it for
them, you can call the Central Mass
Agency on Aging, which has a
national database for the aging net-
work.  If your parent or loved one
lives in another community in
Massachusetts, call the COA or
Assessor’s office there.  Both the
Shrewsbury Council on Aging (508-
841-8640) and the Assessor’s Office
(508-841-8501) have statewide list-
ings if you need to obtain the
phone numbers.  These depart-
ments are also the ones to contact
for local Shrewsbury information.

If you would like a copy of the
Secretary’s ‘Property Tax’ booklet,
you can get a copy at the depart-
ments mentioned, or call the
Secretary’s office directly at 1-800-
392-6090.  They also have a website
at www.state.ma.us/sec/cis.  

Lastly, for any seniors who need
help filing taxes, AARP provides
tax aides to the Senior Center free
of charge beginning in February.
Simply call the COA at 508-841-
8640 for more information on any-
thing mentioned here.  We may
not be able to do much about the
other ‘life’s certainty’, but fortu-
nately, for senior citizens, we may
be able to do something for taxes
after all .

One of life’s certainties
Life, from page 4

Meeting of the minds

Say cheese

Iristhorpe
The house on the cover was built in

1719 and owned by American
Revolutionary War Doctor Flint. It was
moved back from the road by 500 feet
and sits almost in front of the
Episcopalian Church. Its owners in the
20th century were known for growing
beautiful  iris gardens where the name
came from.


